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Kravel writer David Wickers is intoxicated by the
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_]mr botore trip

F‘mﬁhm: l"Jiced afriend ~and Italy to the east, Provence is far too large to

wj‘nh\r cs there whatshedlike  racklein one holiday. Juse pick one :Jﬁﬁfﬁ:ﬁﬁ}-

e to bring from England, —— departments = the Var, Alpes-Maritime, Cote

“Poppadoms’, shesaid "We've  dizur, Bouches du-Rhine, the Camargue and

q “s W - ot everything else, And how the Vaicluse. The best approach is to slaw the
< right she was. This gorgeous, exotic, voluptuous rempo. Settle into that perfumed. slecpy.
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o back garden of the Mediterranean isembroidered  warm air, sip pastis and nibble black olives as
“n W Jt]'.tﬂ. h-lt qfﬂ"ﬂ'_‘n'th] l'lg “"ﬂ-l'll.{ﬂr;ﬁ.'li ﬂﬁﬂm b'lgéﬂ I.'l-l'.l‘l'l.lﬂ‘&. ‘1.|'|.CI never ].Ct }'ﬂlll FI:“,.L r Jk.-‘f_‘ Tn
coastline and wild mountains, markers that —atrof, letalone a canter.
 showease the n.glnq-a. dn‘mnru.[ﬁ:mhty, medieval Myfqv::unre pocket of Provence lies
villages and sophisticated towns, There are somewhere between the sage-green, flower-
Romari ruins and rambling farmhouses, orchards — elothed Luberon hills and dhe plareau of the
" ofalmonds, peachesand olives, hillsides ribbed Vaueluse, which may be the smallest department,
by vines, and evervwhere those intoxicating but contains the essence of everything Provencal.
lt".igl‘anus of rosemary, thyime and lavender. But let me also recommend a fow scattercd
=i -p;a:dlzmd by the mlghnr Rhéne to the west, highlights, justin case vou stray into other parts...
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PLACES TO VISIT

Avignon, & small walked ciy enclossd by
pig-Crust ramparts, is home 1o/t most
tamous hall Bridge in the e and tha tiamic
Pedais das Papes, 8 golhic foriress bt by
the Popas in tha 14t century. Enrostar
layrcestacoaim] has a dircl ssrvice rom
Landon 5t Pancras, taking abaut st hours.,
L'Isle-siir-la-Sorgue, with its daiimty
tootbrdgas over straams and walarneays,

is lrawem as the Manice of Provence. Bvery
Sunciay it hosts an enormcus. markiet, a wbrid
of prociuce, crafts and (mostly) antigues,
Gordes (4] was lcng naglected and kefl to
crumbde durng the earty 19005, t's one of
anumber of dramatic hil towns that tower
above the broad Luberon Valkey with a
maze of naroy streets and anclent houses
discovered by artists, ncluding Chagall and
Vasarely, Wealthy Parisians later established
pieds-a-teme in their waka, There's a good
market on Tuesday momings.

Arles [} on tha harks of the Rhane is
stocked with Roman legacies, the mogt
imprassive heing an amphithaatne, second

i &za orily o the Colosseurn in Barma, s
Saturday markat i one of France's bipgest.
Wincanl van Gogh stayed in the e i he
1E880s and irmmortalised it in marmy works.

PLACESTO STAY

Crillon ke Brave (33, 25 mikes northaast

al Avigrion, = a splanchd boutioue hobe
miacky L al eghl houses in the aponymous
A6th-cantury medieval hilltop vllage.
Surrounded Loy sineancs and oineg growes,
it nas stunnirg viesss, the food is sublme
and there's a spa and heated outdoor pool,

PLACES TOSEE LAVENDER

The 1 2th-century Cistercian abbey of
Sénangue (1) stands tucked away na
karehy valley thick with hoim oakis, chestnut,
beechtrees and aprons of lavender,
Wianderfully atrnospheric, the weight of
silence you fesl in the chaped is remarkahle

NATURAL WONLDERS
Gorges du Verdon The dramatic cleavage
in the imestone, Furnne's vary own Grand

Caryarn, can ba explorad by sall-driva
matorbcat, pedalo or cance from below or
Lry & bairy drive akorg the Houte des Crites
Mont Ventous & forssted at its legs, thrly
vagelated an s chast and wiualy bakd on
top (aitheugh a few Polar species manage
to ourish). On a clear day, you can see tha
Pyraness. 115 slopes are, arguably, tha most
chalenging section an the Tour de France
Camargue Tha Bhidne meeats the sea al this
lagoon-Hled dedta with horzares thet stretch
for enagr, |Ls salty marshas ane populated by
herads of bullz, siver horses and fiamingos.

PLACES TOEAT

Maison de la Truffe et du Vin Have
lurch on thie tesrace of this. 1 7tn-centuny
restawrant in Ménerbes and sample local
wines and truffies — the Yauciuse negon
being the largest producer in France,

La Bastide de Marie (5) in the Lubaron
Valkzy is an ioyllic spot to dine and wine
armid 58 aces of vinayards. Gorvearted
from the original 18th-cantury fammbouss,
it's charming and hlissfully peacaful.
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