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A Bientdt Crillon Le Brave

In the heart of Provence, this chic and languorous luxury haven is a balm for the senses and the soul.

BY LYSANNE CURRIE ON JULY 7, 2020 unm ADVERTISEMENT

RELATED ARTICLES In the lobby of the Hotel Crillon le Brave, just opposite the reception desk,
stands a bronze statue of a local hero, the Brave Crillon, one of Henri IV’s
bravest generals during the late-16th century’s religious wars that ravaged
France. This is the man who gave his name to the picture-perfect

« These ‘Jungle Bubble'
Suites in Thailand Let

You Sleep Among the Provencal village in which the hotel is located — along with the eponymous
Elephants lodging itself, of course: a five-star sanctuary for body and mind.

+ Robb Rejoices: The
lconic Marbella Club Located 25 miles northeast of Avignon, and nestled at the foot of the 6000
Reopens Today ft-high snow-capped Mont Ventoux (aka the ‘Provence Giant’), this

enchanting honey-coloured hideaway, a member of the Small Luxury

« This Insane Space Hotels of the World group, is the perfect private refuge in which to recharge
Balloon Will Soon Be run-down batteries and reconnect amid utterly unspoiled nature and
Able to Take You to the endless olive groves, far removed from the urban sprawl and hubbub.

Edge of the Cosmos



The hotel’s history begins when the legendary Canadian hotelier and former lawyer Peter Chittick came to
Provence in the 1980s, fell in love with the area (and his wife-to-be, the current CBI Director General Dame
Carolyn Fairbairn) and decided to stay here. Buying up nine stone houses in this medieval village, he
converted them into 34 hotel rooms and suites, every one of them unique, filled with antique furniture and
carefully selected artefacts, and suffused with casual elegance and charm.



Fast-forward to Spring 2017, when the co-founder of Naf Naf, fashion and property entrepreneur Patrick
Pariente and his two daughters, Leslie Kouhana and Kimberley Cohen, first visited. Instantly besotted, Patrick
snapped it up for the family business — luxury boutique hotel collection Maisons Pariente. Now, following its
Covid-19-enforced closure, this most romantic of hotels opened its doors again last week.



There’s a palpable physical effect the moment you step over the Crillon’s medieval threshold. Shoulders drop
and anxieties dissipate as you weave your ways through the higgledy-piggledy allies to your designated suite.
The bedrooms are all different — airy, elegant and cool in gentle Provencal tones with huge beds, chaise
longues and deep baths. And then there’s the view, so beautiful it’s difficult to tear your eyes away as the light
changes and the colours melt.



It is possible to spend your entire stay holed up here: late breakfasts, lazing by the pool only moving to pad
down to the spa located in the former 18th-century vaulted stone stables. However, venture out and your
efforts will be rewarded. A 34km electric bike trip with Ride & More took us on a tour around Comtat
Venaissan, through the beautiful shuttered medieval villages of Bedouin, Fassin before stopping at the
Chateau Pesquie vineyard for a picnic lunch of baguettes, cheese, paté, tomatoes and strawberries under the
trees.



Y 5

: -.o-.‘:"-’;:’w\". i

Whether coming for the La Roque d’Anthéron International Piano Festival or the gastronomic delights, the
area and the hotel are tailor-made to everyone from culture vultures to fine dining fans: the hotel’s restaurant
La Madeleine is predictably Provencal in flavour and Head Chef Anissa Boulesteix carefully sources her menu
ingredients from the region’s finest suppliers. Ventoux truffles, red mullet with clams and wild garlic, figs,
Provencal pistou and Bergeron apricots from the Rhéne Valley are among the gastronomic treasures (try the
mouth-watering Risotto with Asparagus and Samphire or the Hen’s Nest starter), which guests can enjoy on
the panoramic terrace overlooking the surrounding vineyards. Elsewhere, La Table du Ventoux offers bistro-
style cuisine, pepped up by produce hand-picked from the herb-garden above the swimming pool.



And to drink: savour a glass or two of Cotes du Rhéne AOP Ventoux or Chateauneuf-duPape, perhaps during
an on-site sommelier tasting in the Crillon’s private cellar, with wine locally sourced from some of the most
celebrated vineyards in France. Or try the bar, Maison Roche, complete with cosy ancestral fireplace.



However you spend your time in this incredible hideaway, the key word here is tranquil: Crillon Le Brave is a
place where you can breathe again.

Nightly rates at Hotel Crillon Le Brave start from €350 (around £280) on a bed and breakfast basis.
www.crillonlebrave.com/email reservations @crillonlebrave.com/+33 4 90 65 61 61

See below for more pictures of A Bientét Crillon Le Brave







